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Change?  Not God! 
(Part 1) 

 
I am the Lord, and I do not change.  Malachi 3:6  (NLT) 

God is not a man who lies, or a son of man who changes His mind.  
Numbers 23:19  (HCSB) 

 
God doesn’t – indeed cannot – change, because …   

 Changing requires time.  God is eternal and exists outside the constraints of 
time.   

 Changing implies getting better or getting worse, neither of which is possible 
with God because He is perfect. 

 Changing is frequently the result of acquiring new information.  God is 
omniscient, He already knows everything. 

 
In Jonah 3:10 and other places, God appears – from a human standpoint – to repent 
(relent), to change His mind.  This is a human attempt to explain the actions of an 
infinite God: 
 

When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then 
God relented concerning the calamity which He had declared He would 

bring upon them. And He did not do it.  (NASB) 
 
Did God change His mind regarding punishing the Assyrians?  No, the Assyrians 
changed their minds about God!  Here’s an insightful comment from the classic 
book, Knowing God, by theologian J.I. Packer: 
 

 “When the Bible speaks of God changing His mind, it must be understood 
that the circumstance or situation has changed, not God.  So when Exodus  
32:14 and 1 Samuel 15:11-29 talk about God changing His mind, it is simply 

describing a change of dispensation, and outward dealings, toward man.” 
 

Nothing surprises God.  He always knew what He was going to do to cause humanity 
to fulfill His will.  God does what He needs to do to cause humanity to fulfill His 
perfect plan. 
 

I declare the end from the beginning, and from long ago what is not yet 
done, saying: My plan will take place, and I will do all My will. 

Isaiah 46:10  (HCSB) 
 
God is unchanging and unchangeable.  We try to explain and understand God’s 
actions in human terms, terms we can grasp.  But God is not a man; He has no 
obligation to man. 
 
Are there other things God cannot do?  Does that mean He isn’t omnipotent?  We’ll 
consider those questions in our next discussion.  In the meantime, think about them! 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast,  January 4, 2018 
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Change?  Not God! 
(Part 2) 

 
I am the Lord, and I do not change.  Malachi 3:6  (NLT) 

God is not a man who lies, or a son of man who changes His mind.  
Numbers 23:19  (HCSB) 

 
In Part 1, we considered several reasons why God doesn’t – cannot – change.  Are there 
other things God cannot do?  Yes indeed! 
 
God’s attributes operate within His nature, which is perfect and holy.  Thus, God … 
 

 Cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18).  It is against His nature to do so. 

 Cannot cease to be God. 

 Cannot do something inconsistent with His nature. 

 Cannot violate His nature and existence. 

 Cannot contradict Himself. 

 Cannot set Himself up for failure. 

 Cannot do anything that is morally evil (moral evil in the world derives from 
the choices of men and angels). 

 
God’s immutability doesn’t mean He isn’t God or that He isn’t omnipotent.  God’s 
omnipotence must be consistent with what He is: 
 

 God is sovereign.  He can do whatever He wants to do whenever He wants to 
do it. 

 God is omnipotent.  He has the power to do whatever He wants to do in any 
way He wants to do it. 

 God is omniscient.  He knows how to do whatever He wants to do, knows 
what’s right and best to do.  

 God is good.  He only does that which is right and good, whether we see it 
that way or not. 

 
We should be very thankful that God doesn’t change!  Think of the disastrous 
possibilities if God were capricious.  We couldn’t depend on him being faithful to His 
promises; His dealings with us wouldn’t be the same from day to day; He could even 
rescind our salvation! 
 
Bottom Line:  The Bible is clear that God does not change His mind, His will, or His 
nature. 
 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
January 11, 2018 
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Happy New Year … Or Maybe Not!   
 
Here we are, on the cusp of yet another new year.  Many of us have experienced 
more “New Years” than we care to recall (or admit)! 
 
Because of their infirmities, older Christians may sometimes wonder why they are still 
alive, why God keeps them on this earth. 
 
We long for our Heavenly home.  We grow weary of our health problems.  Our 
mobility is declining, our mentation is declining, our vision and hearing are 
deteriorating.  Our doctor visits and medical bills are increasing while our finances are 
going the other way, disproportionately. 
 
If the paragraph above describes you, you may be asking, “Why doesn’t God just call 
me home?”  Here’s the simple answer: Because He still has work for you to do here 
on earth.  He’s sovereign – in total control.  He could have taken you home many 
years ago, but He chose not to do so.  There’s a reason why you’re still here. 
 
There’s much you can do for God’s kingdom regardless of your age or present 
condition.  Here are a few suggestions: 

 You can pray for others, for our nation, and for God’s work around the 
world.  The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.  James 5:16  (NIV) 

 Using some of the many types of personal communication available today, 
you can tell friends, relatives, neighbors, and even strangers about Christ.  Our 
world is populated with people who are headed for an eternity in Hell, 
separated from God.  You can make a difference. 

 You can encourage your brothers and sisters in Christ.  There are many people 
who need your encouragement! 

 Although your income may be meager, you can still help support the church 
financially.  God will bless your financial gifts, regardless of their size.  He’s 
looking at your heart attitude, not the size of your gift.  He knows your 
financial status better than you do! 

 You can offer sagacious counsel to others.  You’ve experienced much in your 
lifetime.  Share what you’ve learned with others, for their benefit. 

 
Regardless of your age, if you’ve never trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal 
Savior from sin, be thankful you’re still on earth!  Why?  Because you still have the 
opportunity to trust Christ and be assured of spending eternity with Him.  If you had 
died before now, you would be awaiting judgment and eternal, conscious torment in 
the Lake of Fire. 
 
In His mercy, God is still offering you the opportunity to trust Christ.  After you die, 
there will be no opportunity to change your mind about Christ.  You need to do it 
now.   
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
January 18, 2018 
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2018! 
 

Here’s a great verse to memorize at the start of the new year and practice throughout 
the year.  This verse succinctly ties together love of God and love of man. 
 

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD 

require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to  
walk humbly with your God? 

 Micah 6:8  (ESV) 
 
This verse describes three behaviors that God expects of us.  We are to: 
 

 Do justice 

 Love kindness 

 Walk humbly with our God 
 
Do Justice 
 

Do we always – to the best of our ability and relying on God’s enablement – do 
what’s right and just and honest?  Do we conduct ourselves and do business 
differently than the unsaved people of the world? 
 
We live in an increasingly unjust world where Christians are personally subject to 
injustice because of their faith.  This is a great opportunity for us to demonstrate 
true Christian character. 

 
Love Kindness 
 

Do we love kindness; that is, are we committed to practicing kindness?  How do 
we treat others?  Are we kind even to those who aren’t kind to us or deliberately 
mistreat us?  Do we show mercy to those who don’t deserve it?   

 
Do we have compassion for others who are experiencing difficult times, especially 
for other believers?  More than that, do we help them?  (Galatians 6:10)  Do 
unbelievers see unity and love among us? 

 
Walk Humbly with God 

 
Are we learning humility?  Do we conduct life in accordance with the will of God 
– walking humbly with Him, submitting to Him in every area of life, holding Him 
in respect and awe (fearing Him)? 

 
Bottom line:  Are there clear differences between your demeanor and that of the 
unsaved people of the world?  Based on what people see in your life, what do they 
think of your Savior?  It’s an old but true cliché, “You may be the only Jesus some 
people will ever see.” 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
January 25, 2018 
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Who Is Your Father? 
 
You are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things 

he does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his 

character; for he is a liar and the father of lies.  John 8:44  (NLT) 
 
Those are the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, spoken to the religious leaders who 
were questioning Him.  Harsh words, aren’t they?  But like everything Christ said, 
they are true words. 
 
As indicated in the text verse, every person who has not received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Savior from sin is a spiritual child of Satan. 
 
Have you ever wondered why some people do the things they do?  The answer is in 
this verse:  It’s because they love to do the evil things he (Satan, their father) does.   
 
Why do people commit murder?  Because their father was a murderer from the 
beginning and the child of Satan is doing the evil things his father does.   
 
What about lying?  Why do people lie?  Because their father is the father of lies  who 
has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him.  Lying is 
consistent with his character  – and theirs. 
 
Unless a person trusts Christ as Savior and is adopted into God’s family – thus 
changing their spiritual parentage – he or she will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire 
with their father, the devil (Revelation 20:10). 
 
Does trusting Christ as Savior and being given a new life in Him mean a person will 
never again do evil things?  Unfortunately not.  The person who becomes a true child 
of God still has his old, sinful nature within and will continue to be tempted to sin, 
but now he has a means of being victorious over that old nature. 
 
Bottom Line:  Your eternal destiny – where you will spend eternity – depends on 
the answer to this question: 
 

Who Is Your Father? 
 
You, and only you, can change the answer to that question.  It’s your choice. 
 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
February 1, 2018 
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4 - 1 = 5 
 
No, that’s not the new math, it’s God’s math!   God tells us that when we give, we’ll 
receive more in return: 
 

Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed 
down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and 

poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount 
you get back.    Luke 6:38  (ESV) 

 
The amount we give is not as important as why we give.  Our motive should not be 
“give to get.”  We’ll consider that and other motives in a future discussion.  In the 
meantime, think about why you give – or don’t! 
 
God is continuously giving to us:  salvation, comfort, encouragement, life, and many 
other blessings, physical and spiritual.  We’ll discuss that also in a future presentation.  
We should give back, not out of obligation but with a heart of gratitude. 
 
God doesn’t want us to give grudgingly, He wants us to give out of love for and 
dedication to Christ, love for fellow believers, the joy of helping those in need, as well 
as the fact that it is simply the good and right thing to do. 
 
All wealth belongs to God; giving Him a portion of our wealth acknowledges that 
fact.  When we obey, we’re trusting Him to provide and care for us. 
 
When facing financial hardship, we may be tempted to hoard our resources, but 
giving in time of need, as well as in time of plenty, provides a great opportunity to 
demonstrate our trust in God. 
 
You’ve probably heard it many times, but it’s true:  You can’t outgive God.   
 

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 

2 Corinthians 9:6  (ESV) 
 
The principle taught in the verse above is simple:  Invest a little, receive a little; invest 
much, receive much.  It’s your choice. 
 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
February 8, 2018 
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Are You A Robber? 
 

Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we 
robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for 

you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the 

test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 
and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 

Malachi 3:8-10  (ESV) 
 
Is it possible to rob (steal from, cheat) God?  Apparently so! 
 
God spoke the above words to the nation of Israel through the Prophet Malachi.  
The mentioned “tithes” were used to support the Levites, the priests responsible for 
maintaining the Temple and Jewish religious life.  When the tithes were withheld, the 
priests had to neglect their Temple duties and work at secular jobs.  God viewed this 
as Israel robbing Him; that is, robbing His work.  The basic principle is that God’s 
people are responsible to support God’s work.  And so it is today. 
 
We’re the losers if we steal from God.  He’s the Creator and Owner of the universe; 
He doesn’t need our money, but He desires our obedience!  But wait:  It’s not “our” 
money. 
 
In reality, if you’re a born-again Christian your money is God’s money.  He made it 
possible for you to acquire it, by whatever legal means.  You’re the caretaker, the 
manager, the steward of God’s money.  That’s a great privilege – and a great 
responsibility.  When you give to God, you’re returning a portion of what He’s given 
you. 
 
The results of Israel’s robbing God is indicated in the next verse: God withheld His 
blessing and cursed their agriculture, their livelihood.  But He also told them that if 
they would be faithful in giving … 
 
I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your 

soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts.  
Malachi 3:11  (ESV) 

 
God challenged the people – and us – to put me to the test,  to support His work, 
with the result that I will … open the windows of heaven for you and pour down 
for you a blessing until there is no more need. 
 
The message of Malachi 3:8-11 is simple:  We miss God’s blessing when we rob Him 
by not supporting His work. 
 

Are You A Robber? 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
February 15, 2018 
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Separation 
 
Listen! The LORD’s arm is not too weak to save you, nor is his ear too deaf to 

hear you call.  It’s your sins that have cut you off (separated you) from God.  
Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not listen anymore. 

Isaiah 59:1-2  (NLT) 
 
 
God spoke these words to His people, Israel, through the prophet Isaiah.  God was 
telling Israel that they were in captivity because of their sin.  This is a universal truth 
applying to all people.  We are all sinners and our sin separates us from God.  We 
may not be physical captives, as were the Israelites, but we are spiritual captives, in 
bondage to sin and Satan. 
 
Because we are born sinners, separation from God is the natural, from-birth 
condition (state) of every person.  The only way to remedy that dire situation is to 
trust the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin.   
 
The LORD’s arm is not too weak to save you.  God is willing and desirous and 
able to save – to rescue from eternal condemnation – every person who comes to 
Him for salvation.  He sent His Son to pay your sin debt. 
 
Salvation is available to you but it has to be personally received – claimed, 
appropriated by a deliberate act of your will – to become a possession. 
 
If you choose to continue rejecting Christ’s offer of salvation and thus remain 
separated from Him, that separation will continue forever.   
 

“Scripture sees Hell as self-chosen.  Hell appears as God’s gesture of respect for 
human choice.  All receive what they actually choose, either to be with God 
forever, worshiping Him, or without God forever, worshiping themselves.”   

From J. I. Packer’s Concise Theology: A Guide To Historic Christian Beliefs 
 
Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not listen anymore.  If you 
haven’t trusted Christ as Savior, there may come a time in your life when God will 
turn away and not listen to your plea for salvation.  Don’t ignore this warning!   
There will be no opportunity to trust Christ as Savior after death (Hebrews 9:27), 
only eternal … 

Separation 
 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
February 22, 2018 
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Walk, Stand, Sit 
(Part 1) 

 
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in 

the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful …  Psalm 1:1  (NKJV) 
 

The first chapter of the book of Psalms describes the conflicting lifestyles of the 
righteous – those in right standing with God – and those who are not – the wicked – 
and the results of those lifestyles.  Note that the first verse (above), thus the book of 
Psalms, begins with a promise of divine blessing for those who walk with God.  (In 
this context, blessed refers to a deep-seated joy and contentment in God.) 
 
The three verbs in this verse, walk, stand, sit, describe three steps in the downward 
drag, the progression, of sin.  The verse warns the righteous against associating with 
the wicked for the purpose of participating in their ungodly ways. 
 
In the context of this verse, walking means seeking the advice – the counsel – of 
ungodly people in ethical, moral and spiritual matters, and worse yet, following that 
advice.  Yes, there are times when we must consult unbelievers on some matters, and 
while we must be circumspect in weighing and implementing that advice, we are 
never to do so if it is contrary to the teaching of God’s Word, the Bible. 
 
While walking implies movement, standing indicates that you’ve stopped moving.  
You still can walk away, but you’re interested enough to stand still and observe.  
You’re beginning to think about – and perhaps being attracted to – what you’re 
seeing and hearing from those described as sinners, those for whom habitual 
wickedness is a way of life.  The fact that you’re standing and not moving away 
implies that you haven’t completely rejected their activities and lifestyle as sinful.   
 
The third step, sitting, indicates that you’re so comfortable with the ungodly 
environment that you’ve joined the scorners – those who ridicule God and reject His 
law – in their philosophies and lifestyles.  You are at ease with these people, perhaps 
even adopting their way of life. 
 
Can the above scenario happen to a Christian?  Absolutely!  That’s why Scripture is 
replete with cautions regarding how we should live in this world.  Even though 
redeemed, we are still susceptible to the enticements of sin.  The world is a threat to 
us at every turn, even though we may have been walking in the faith for many years. 
 

“We live a fragile existence in this wretched world.  We must watch our lives.  We 
must press our body into submission.  We must guard our eyes.  We must keep our 
feet from going certain places.  We must keep our distance from certain people.  We 
must live a circumspect life in this world so that we do not put ourselves in a position 

to be assaulted by temptation and devastated by the ravages of sin.” 
John MacArthur in None Other: Discovering the God of the Bible 

 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
March 1, 2018 



10 

Walk, Stand, Sit 
(Part 2) 

 
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful …  

Psalm 1:1  (NKJV) 
 

In Part 1, we discussed three steps in the downward spiral of sin:  walk, stand, sit, 
described in Psalm 1:1 (above).  This verse also tells us that the righteous man who 
avoids these steps will be blessed, experiencing a deep-seated joy and contentment in 
God.  The next two verses, Psalm 1:2-3, provide greater insight into this man who is 
blessed by God. 
 

2But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates 
day and night. 

 
Note that this verse begins with the word “but.”  The writer is presenting a contrast 
to the downward spiral described in verse 1 and the disastrous results that can follow. 
 
His delight is in the law of the Lord.  What delights you?  What gives you great 
pleasure?  What is influencing your heart and mind?  Is it what you see on TV or in 
movies or on the internet?  What is your choice of reading material?  Your spiritual 
health is determined by what you feed your soul. 
 
In His law he meditates day and night.  The righteous man is influenced not by 
the unrighteous people (verse 1) but by meditating on the Word of God.  In the quiet 
moments when your mind is not otherwise occupied, what do you think about, what 
do you meditate on?  Your mind cannot meditate on the law (precepts and teachings) 
of God if you are not regularly spending time reading the Bible, and absorbing – 
internalizing – its truths.   
 
Think about this:  Verse 2 provides both a preventative measure and a cure (antidote) 
for the ills of verse 1! 
 
Verse 3 describes the results of the righteous man’s delighting in and meditating on 
God’s law: 
 

3He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth 
its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he 

does shall prosper. 
 
Is this what you want to be true in your life?  As used here, the word “prosper” 
means “succeed.”  The promise of success is qualified by the context of verse 2:  
Living in obedience to the Scriptures.  If a person meditates on God’s Word, his 
actions will be godly, and his God-controlled activities will prosper. 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
March 8, 2018 
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Walk, Stand, Sit 
(Part 3) 

 
In Part 1, we were cautioned not to walk, stand, or sit in the way of the ungodly 
(Psalm 1:1).  In Part 2, we determined that the man whom God blesses delights in the 
law (precepts and teachings) of the Lord and meditates on it day and night.  The 
result:  Success in life (verses 2-3). 
 

2But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates 
day and night.  3He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 

that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; 
and whatever he does shall prosper. 

 
In Psalm 1:4-6 the focus shifts from the righteous man to the ungodly man, the one 
who lives in disobedience to God’s law. 
 

4The ungodly are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind drives 
away.  5Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in (survive) the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.  6For the LORD knows 

the way of the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish.  
 
Note the difference between the godly man (verse 3) and the ungodly man (verse 4).  
The godly man is like a tree planted by the rivers of water, he has deep spiritual 
roots that provide growth and stability for all aspects of his life.  He is productive – 
successful – in God’s work, bringing forth fruit in its season.   
 
The ungodly man has no deep roots, no stability, to help him through the storms of 
life.  He’s like the foolish man who built his house on the sand and watched as the 
storm washed it away (Matthew 7:26).  In Psalm 1:4 he’s compared to the chaff 
which the wind drives away.  As part of the harvest, the winnowing process 
resulted in the very light, utterly worthless chaff being easily blown away from the 
grain by the slightest breeze.  It was fit only to be discarded.  That’s God’s evaluation 
of the ungodly.  As a result, The ungodly shall not stand in (survive) the 
judgment. 
 
At the judgment, God will separate the righteous from the wicked – like grain from 
chaff – and the way of the ungodly shall perish.  The path he is on leads to 
destruction.  He is doomed to suffer eternal conscious torment in the Lake of Fire. 
 
Psalm 1 contrasts the lifestyles and the eternal destinies of the righteous (those in 
right standing with God through faith in Christ) and the unrighteous.  Every man is 
one or the other, righteous or unrighteous.  There’s no middle ground.  The righteous 
man is blessed in this life and destined for Heaven; the unrighteous man is destined 
for Hell.  Which path are you on? 
 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
March 15, 2018 
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All Things! 
 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 

Romans 8:28  (ESV) 
 
 
This verse applies only to those who love God … those who are called according 
to His purpose.  Romans 8:28 doesn’t apply to the unsaved, those who have never 
accepted God’s free gift of salvation provided through the death of His Son.  But it 
applies unconditionally to those who have! 
 
Because the Holy Spirit is the divine Author of Scripture, this verse is a promise from 
God that He won’t allow anything into our lives that isn’t for our good! 
 
The verse says all things – not just some things – work together for good.  But it 
doesn’t say that all things are good!  We know better.  We all have, or have had, or 
will have, bad things in our lives.  Although He could, God does not always spare His 
people from tragedies, disasters, persecution, and other adverse circumstances in life.  
But in all these difficulties, we can be assured that God is working for our ultimate 
good.  
 
We also can rest in the fact that nothing – good or bad – enters the life of a Christian 
without God’s permission.  As evangelist Ken Poure said, “Everything that comes 
into our lives is Father-filtered!”  Everything in your life was either caused by God or 
allowed by God.  For your good.  That’s sometimes hard to accept and believe, isn’t 
it? 
 
Because He is sovereign and omnipotent, God could have prevented the bad stuff 
that came into your life – He could have kept it out of your life – but He didn’t.  
Why?  Because He loves you supremely and He alone knows what’s best for you. 
 
Bottom Line:  For your benefit, God’s purpose – His reason for doing what He’s 
doing in your life – is to conform you, mold you, shape you, into the image of Christ 
(Romans 8:29).  That is the good referred to in our text verse.  This process will be 
complete only when we arrive in Heaven.  Adverse events in our lives now, although 
we sometimes don’t understand the reason for them – and may not, probably won’t, 
like them – are part of His perfect plan for us.  Believe it! 
 
So, what’s in you life today that’s working for your good? 
 

All Things! 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
March 22, 2018 
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Offense 
 

But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? 
In that case the offense of the cross has been removed. 

Galatians 5:11  (ESV) 
 
The cross of Christ is an offense to many people because of the message it conveys – 
namely, that we are sinners in need of a Savior.  Many people don’t want to hear that; 
it cuts them to the heart because they realize the truthfulness of it.  Evangelist Billy 
Graham commented that the cross confronts people with their sins and demands a 
new lifestyle. 
 
People prefer to believe that they are OK with God, that they are not sinners and/or 
that an accounting for sin will not be required or, if it is, that their good deeds will 
outweigh the bad ones and thus gain God’s favor.  They are wrong on all counts.  
The Bible says we are all sinners (Romans 3:23), we all must give an account to God 
(Hebrews 9:27), and no one gets to Heaven based on their good deeds (Ephesians 
2:8-9). 
 
There are those who choose to believe that the Lord Jesus Christ was, as some claim, 
just a common criminal Who had delusions of being – and claimed to be – the very 
Son of God Who came to die for the sins of the world.  Christ indeed made that 
claim (Matthew 26:63-64), He indeed was and is the Son of God, and He indeed died 
in our place to pay the price of our sin debt! 
 
Because of their God-given conscience, their God-given ability to think, and the basic 
tenants of morality God has written in their hearts (Romans 2:15), people have an 
innate sense of right and wrong.  At least initially, they know when they do wrong 
and their conscience convicts them.  But some people want a God Who will overlook 
– wink at – sin instead of holding them accountable.  God doesn’t just wink at sin, 
He pronounces a death sentence because of it, and that requires a Savior. 
 

The soul who sins shall die.  Ezekiel 18:20 
 

The wages of sin is death.  Romans 6:23 
 
Without the cross, there is no forgiveness, there is no salvation.  The cross is the 
heart and substance of the Gospel.  Salvation is solely through the finished work of 
Christ on the cross.  
 
This Resurrection Sunday, let’s rejoice in the cross and celebrate Christ’s resurrection, 
the crowning proof that the Christian faith is absolute truth! 
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Living Sacrifice 
(Part 1) 

 
And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies 

to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy 
sacrifice – the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to 

worship him.  2Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but 
let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you 

think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good 
and pleasing and perfect.  Romans 12:1-2  (NLT) 

 
Spiritual Worship 

 

Presenting (ESV, KJV), giving (NLT) your body – your life, your most precious 
possession – to God as a living sacrifice is truly the ultimate act of worship.  How is 
this done?  By daily telling God in prayer that you’re dedicating every aspect of your 
life to Him that day.  Then put your prayer into action: Seek His direction in 
everything you do (Proverbs 3:5-6); seek, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to glorify 
God in every area of your life (1 Corinthians 10:31); serve God with the abilities and 
spiritual gifts He has graciously given you (1 Peter 4:10). 
 

Transformed, Not Conformed 
 

In verse 2, we are admonished not to be conformed to this world – not to allow the 
world system to shape us, to force us into its mold.  How can the world force us into 
its mold?  One way is by getting us to think and behave the way unsaved people do, 
getting us to accept the ethical and moral standards of the world system. 
 

Instead of being conformed, we are to be transformed.  We are to be re-shaped, re-
molded, changed to a different form (spiritually) than that which we used to be, that 
which we observe in the unsaved people of the world.  Note that this transformation 
is an ongoing process, not a once-for-all-time event.  You’ve got to continually work 
at it.  The Christian life is dynamic, not static! 
 

We’re also told how to effect this spiritual transformation:  By the renewing of our 
minds, changing our thought patterns and our will to make them more Christlike.  
The only way to accomplish this is by reading and studying God’s Word.  How much 
time do you spend with your Bible, the only book God ever wrote? 
 

Practically Speaking 
 

Do we live like the people of the world?  Do we talk like them (profanity, obscenity, 
gossip, lies, etc.), watch the same filthy movies and TV shows, read the same smutty 
books and magazines, visit the same pornographic internet sites, spend our time and 
money as they do?  Are we allowing the world to shape us?  Your spiritual health is 
determined by what you feed your soul. 
 

In Part 2, we’ll consider some ramifications of presenting your life to God. 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast 
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Living Sacrifice 
(Part 2) 

 
And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies 

to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy 
sacrifice – the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to 

worship him.  2Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but 
let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you 

think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good 
and pleasing and perfect.  Romans 12:1-2  (NLT) 

 
In Part 1, we determined that presenting (dedicating) your body to God as a living 
sacrifice is the ultimate act of worship because you’re giving Him your most precious 
possession.  Since everything we do is body-based, presenting your body is 
tantamount to presenting your entire life to God; it affects every aspect of life. 
 

Presenting your life to God is not only the ultimate act of worship, it’s also the 
ultimate act of trust.  You’re telling God you trust Him to do only what’s best for 
you.  If you’re a born-again Christian you’ve already trusted Him for eternal life, so 
can’t you also trust Him with every aspect of this brief, temporal, earthly life? 
 

When something is sacrificed, the owner relinquishes all rights to that object.  He no 
longer can control what happens to it.  When you present your body to God as a 
living sacrifice, you’re asking God – and giving Him permission – to do with your 
entire life (time, treasure, talent, relationships, health, etc.) whatever He wants in 
order to accomplish His purposes on earth, to bring Him glory.  You’re effectively 
telling God that you want what He wants.  Yes, this is serious business and not to be 
taken lightly! 
 

But wait!  To Whom are you surrendering – committing – your life?  To the eternal, 
omniscient, omnipotent, Creator God Who loves you beyond measure and proved it 
(Romans 5:8) by willingly sacrificing His only Son for you.  He truly knows what it 
means to sacrifice.  What you sacrifice to God won’t ever equal what you’ll receive! 
 

We are to present our body as a living sacrifice out of gratitude for what God has 
done for us.  Paul wrote that we are to do this because of all He has done for (us).  
The NIV says we are to present our bodies as living sacrifices in view of God’s mercies.  
If it weren’t for God’s mercies in Christ, we would be forever lost, destined to spend 
eternity in conscious torment in the Lake of Fire. 
 

Our text verse indicates that our life, our living sacrifice, is to be holy, the kind he 
will find acceptable.  Holiness is separation.  We are to live separated lives, set apart 
from the ways of the wicked world system.  How are you doing with that? 
 

In Part 3, we’ll discover the path to determining God’s will for our lives. 
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Living Sacrifice 
(Part 3) 

 
And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies 

to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy 
sacrifice – the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to 

worship him.  2Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but 
let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you 

think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good 
and pleasing and perfect.  Romans 12:1-2  (NLT) 

 
In Parts 1 and 2, we considered the apostle Paul’s admonition to present (give, dedicate, 
commit) our bodies – our lives – to God as living sacrifices.  Doing so is the ultimate act 
of worship and the ultimate act of trust.  We also determined that this presenting of 
ourselves is serious business, but that the One to Whom we are submitting is our loving 
Father, the One Who desires only the best for us – and has the ability to make it happen! 
 
Before we leave this very practical passage, let’s look again at Paul’s plea that you not … 
 

… copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform 
you into a new person by changing the way you think. 

 
The next word, “then,” introduces the results of this transformation: 
 

Then you will learn to know God’s will for you 
 
Would you like to know God’s will for your life, a will that’s described in verse 2 
as good and pleasing and perfect ?  
 
How can you determine God’s will?  The answer is in this verse:  let God 
transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.  How does 
that happen?  How can you be transform(ed) into a new person ?  Once again, 
the answer is in this verse:  by changing the way you think.  And how is that 
done?  By reading and studying the Bible, the only book God ever wrote. 
 
Why will studying God’s Word change the way you think?  Because you’ll get 
God’s perspective on all of life.  The Bible is God’s communication, God’s 
revelation, His very words to us.  It’s a reflection of His mind, His thoughts, His 
heart – and it’s the most practical, useful book ever written.  It contains the 
information our Creator knows we need to be successful in every avenue of life.   
 
Synopsis:  Knowing God’s will for your life is achieved by studying the Bible and 
developing God’s perspective on life, thus transforming the way you think and 
equipping you to make correct decisions. 
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Tomorrow 
 

We all have a tomorrow …. or do we? 
 
Life is very short, very unpredictable, very fragile.  If you haven’t already discovered 
that, you will.  Be prepared. 
 
Life offers no security.  Anything you’re trusting in – except God – can vanish 
instantly:  Money, health, government, friends, family, employment, …   
 
Remember the story of the farmer whose security was his abundant harvest?  He was 
rich in worldly possessions, but took no thought for the afterlife.  Here’s how the 
story ends: 
 

But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’   Luke 12:20  (ESV) 

 
None of us know whether today will be our last day on earth.  That’s why the Bible 
urges us to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior now – today. 
 

Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is the day of salvation. 
2 Corinthians 6:2  (NLT) 

 
Why is now the right time to trust Christ as Savior?  Because you may not have a 
tomorrow.  You have no promise, no guarantee, of tomorrow.  Every breath, every 
heartbeat, is a gift from God. 
 
Some may say, “But I’m young, I’m going to live a long time.”  Really?  Youth is no 
predictor or guarantor of longevity.  Young people die too.  We all know – or know 
of – young people who died unexpectedly. 
 
Are you sure of your eternal destiny?  You can be.  After death, there’s no second 
opportunity to receive Christ as Savior.  After death comes judgment, not another 
opportunity for salvation: 
 

…each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment 
Hebrews 9:27  (NLT) 

 
Are you ready to meet God?  You’d better be!  You could stand before Him for 
judgment … 
 

Today 
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Two 
 
Have you discovered that some things in life are binary – meaning there are only two 
possible alternatives?  Here are four of life’s most important binarities. 
 

Two Roads 
 
There are two roads in life.  One is wide, requiring no faith, convictions, or morals.  
It is the easy, popular, careless road.  It is the way of the crowd, the way of the 
majority, the way of the world system.  Following this road ultimately leads to 
destruction (Matthew 7:13). 
 
The other road is described as narrow, but it leads to life.  You enter this road by 
personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin. 
 

Two Kingdoms 
 
There are two kingdoms: The Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of this World.  
Each is ruled by a master.  The Kingdom of God is the kingdom of life; the Kingdom 
of the World is the kingdom of ultimate death. 
 
You’re part of the Kingdom of God if and only if you’ve trusted Christ as your 
Savior. 
 

Two Masters  
 
There are two masters: Christ and Satan.  Every person is following one or the other.  
You have the power to choose whom you will serve, but you cannot serve two 
masters.  Christ said, He that is not with me is against me  (Matthew 12:30).  If 
you’ve never trusted Christ, Satan is your father (John 8:44) and master, and you’ll 
spend eternity with him in the Lake of Fire.  
 
If Christ is your Master, are you faithfully obeying and serving Him?   
 

Two Destinations 
 
There are two possible final destinations for mankind:  Everlasting blissful life with 
God in Heaven and everlasting conscious torment in Hell with Satan (John 3:36).   
 
Which road are you traveling?  As with an automobile trip, the destination you arrive 
at depends on the road you take.  Choose carefully.  Eternity ahead! 
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Temptation 
(Part 1) 

 
Experiencing temptation is universal and unavoidable.  You cannot completely 
eliminate temptation, but you can refuse to yield to it.  Being tempted isn’t a sin, but 
yielding is. 
 

Three sources of temptation are commonly identified as the world, the flesh, and the 
devil.  God is not the source of temptation (James 1:13), but He sometimes allows it 
for the purpose of maturing and strengthening us. 
 

Have you heard people say they “fell into temptation”?  That’s not how it happens!  
We don’t fall into temptation, we walk into it, one step at a time.  Throughout the 
journey, we have a choice to stop our downward progression or to move ahead and 
suffer the consequences.  Let’s look at those steps. 
 

From Temptation To Sin 
 

Step 1 The downward process starts in the mind.  All sin starts in the mind.  We 
can’t prevent every enticing thought, but we can control how long we hold 
onto those thoughts.  If we hold onto (dwell on) the thought and entertain 
an idea, we take another step downward. 

 

Step 2 We engage our imagination.  We fantasize on the pleasures of sin.  Those 
“harmless” imaginations turn into blazing passion that craves satisfaction. 

 

Step 3 We unite desire with action.  When that union occurs, all opposition has 
vanished and we give in to sin. 

 

Practical Advice 
 

Reject tempting thoughts and refuse to dwell on the promised pleasure.  Instead, 
consider sin’s consequences.  Remember that the cost of sin is always higher than our 
fleeting enjoyment. 
 

Look at every temptation and see it for what it really is:  An invitation to bondage, 
not a burst of freedom. 
 

Satan knows when and where you’re most vulnerable.  He targets you at those times 
and in those areas.  Be especially on guard when you’re tired, discouraged, hungry, or 
alone.  
 

In today’s culture, we can’t entirely avoid women who dress immodestly, but we can 
refuse to engage in those lengthy gazes that fuel the fires of desire.  
 

God promises to either provide a way of escape or limit the intensity of the 
temptation so we can endure it (1 Corinthians 10:13).  If God doesn’t remove the 
temptation, He’ll provide what you need to bear it without yielding. 
 

The greatest defenses against temptation are prayer and the reading and study of 
God’s Word. 
 
VBC Men’s Breakfast,   May 17, 2018 
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Temptation 
(Part 2) 

 
In Part 1, we discovered that we don’t fall into temptation, we willingly step into it!  We 
also discussed some practical ways to avoid temptation.  Now let’s consider a provision 
God has given us for dealing with temptation.   

 
 

The temptations in your life are no different from what others 
experience.  And God is faithful.  He will not allow the temptation to be 

more than you can stand.  When you are tempted, he will show you a 
way out so that you can endure. 

1 Corinthians 10:13  (NLT) 
 
The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. 

You’re not the Lone Ranger!  Your temptation is not unique or unusual.  Others 
have faced the same temptation; it is common to human experience.  The pages 
of Scripture make that abundantly evident! 

 
God is faithful 

Faithful  means to be trusted, can be trusted.  You can depend on God.  He is, after all, 
our omnipotent, omniscient Heavenly Father, the One Who loved you enough to 
send His only Son to pay the full penalty for your sins.  He wants you to be 
successful in your battle with temptation and sin, and has provided a way for you 
to do so. 

 
He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. 

Our sovereign God – Who controls everything – limits the severity of the 
temptation that is allowed to come into your life.  He knows how much you can 
withstand, He knows your ability to resist (not fall prey to) temptation. 

 
When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure. 

He – God Himself – will provide the way of escape, a way out, and He will show 
you, make clear to you, the way out.  That’s a promise!  But to be successful – to 
endure – you must avail yourself of this provision – you must take the way of 
escape God provides. 

 
When you’re tempted to sin, claim God’s promise in 1 Corinthians 10:13 and ask 
Him to show you the way out of the temptation.  Then take it. 
 
Bottom line:  Because God has promised a way of escape, we are without excuse 
when we yield to temptation.   
 
Why does God allow temptation in our lives?  We’ll answer that question in Part 3. 
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Temptation 
(Part 3) 

 
In Part 1 of this series, we discovered that we don’t fall into temptation, we willingly 
step into it!  We also discussed some practical ways to avoid temptation.  In Part 2, we 
considered one of the provisions God made for us to not sin when we are tempted – 
take the way of escape He provides (1 Corinthians 10:13).  Now let’s explore what 
the Bible says about one source of these temptations. 
 

Where do malicious temptations originate, what are the sources of these solicitations 
to evil?  Here’s a passage that provides some answers: 
 

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But 
each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 

15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is 
fully grown brings forth death.   James 1:13 – 15 (ESV) 

 

As verse 13 indicates, God cannot be tempted with evil.  That’s because His nature 
is holy and does not respond to evil. 
 

And He Himself tempts no one – God is not a source of temptation, but He does 
allow us to be tested to strengthen us, to draw us closer to Him, and to conform us 
to the image of His Son.  (Those are some of the reasons God permits temptations in 
our lives.) 
 

Verse 14 indicates the major source of our temptations:  They come from within. 
 

each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 
 

The sin-oriented nature we inherited from Adam responds to what we see and hear, 
and it generates a desire within us.  The result (outcome) of that desire depends on 
how we respond to it.  The next verse describes what happens if we fall prey to the 
temptation: 
 

Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin 
when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

 

This verse tells us that if we are enticed (literally, captured, caught with bait) by our 
own desire, the result can be sin and death.  If we yield to them, act on them, evil 
desires and thoughts can lead to sinful acts that can lead to death.  Not eternal death 
(for the Christian), but possibly physical death, and certainly a weakening of our 
relationship with God. 
 

Bottom Line:  As we’ve discussed previously, all sin starts in the mind.  What are 
you feeding your mind?  What kind of “food” are you providing for your old nature 
to feast on?  Ask God to give you discernment regarding what you’re putting into 
your mind through your eyes and ears. 
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