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January 3 Numbered!   (Part 1 of 3) 
Your days are numbered, are you going 
to spend them or invest them? 
 

Ps 139:16 1 

January 10 Numbered!   (Part 2 of 3) 
Teach us to number our days wisely 
 

Ps 139:16, 
Ps 90:12 
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January 17 Numbered!   (Part 3 of 3) 
What if God revealed the number of days 
you will live? 
 

Ps 139:16, 
2 Cor 6:2 
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January 24 Fool! 
Don’t be a fool! 

Ps 14:1, 
Lk 12:20 
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Numbered! 
(Part 1) 

 
Addressing God, King David wrote: 

 
Your eyes saw me when I was formless; all my days were written in 

Your book and planned before a single one of them began. 
Psalm 139:16  (HCSB) 

 
Even before you were born, in His book God recorded the number of days you will 
live on this earth.  God knows everything about us, including exactly when, where, 
and how we will die.  Fortunately, He doesn’t tell us! 
 
It’s an act of His mercy that God doesn’t show us the future.  Do you really want to 
know what’s going to happen later today, or tomorrow, or next week, or … ?   
 
If you knew the future, how would it affect your life today?  Can you imagine what it 
would be like to know with certainty what will happen tomorrow, but with no ability 
to change (prevent, affect) the events of that day? 
 
Those who have trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin know they will 
spend eternity in God’s presence.  But what about your remaining time on earth?  
What are you going to do with that time? 
 
You have at least two options for the remaining time:  Spend it  or  invest it. 
 

 You can spend your time only on yourself, pursuing (chasing) what you think 
will give meaning to life and make you happy.  You will ultimately regret that 
decision because when life is over you will stand before God to give an 
account for how you used your time on earth. 

 

 You can invest your remaining time on earth in God’s service.  That service can 
take many forms, depending on your health, resources, spiritual gifts (you’ve 
got at least one), skills, available time, and other factors. 

 
Remember that every heartbeat, every breath, every day, is a gift from God.   
 
We’ve all wasted portions of our lives, but we can dedicate our remaining days to 
serving God in some way.  Present your life to Him (Romans 12:1-2) and ask Him 
what He wants you to do.  The clock of your life is ticking and your days are … 
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Numbered! 
(Part 2) 

 
Your eyes saw me when I was formless; all my days were written in 

Your book and planned before a single one of them began. 
Psalm 139:16  (HCSB) 

 
In Part 1, we discovered that before we were born, God sovereignly determined and 
recorded in His book the number of days each of us would live.  We also determined 
that most, perhaps all, of us don’t want to know how long that will be!  (We’ll discuss 
this again in Part 3.) 
 
We too are admonished to number – consider the brevity of – our days: 
 

Teach us to number our days carefully so that we may develop wisdom 
in our hearts.  Psalm 90:12 (HCSB) 

 
Teach us – the Psalmist is asking that God help us to learn, that He give us the 
wisdom to understand, how short life is. 
 
As we saw in Part 1, only God truly knows how many days we will be on earth, but 
we certainly know that compared to eternity – time without end – our earthly lives 
are very brief.   
 
Observation and personal experience teach us that our lives are short, fragile, and 
unpredictable.  They can change irreparably – or end – in an instant.  Some of us 
know that firsthand.  It’s therefore important that we develop wisdom in our 
hearts to know how to live our lives with eternity’s values in view, not putting our 
own desires and pleasures first. 
 
How do we develop wisdom?  By reading and studying God’s Word, the Bible.  His 
book reveals His mind – and that’s the source of true wisdom! 
 
Note that we are also admonished to carefully consider how short life is, to ask 
ourselves whether we are using our God-given time, talent, and treasure wisely. 
 
Today – the first day of the rest of your life – is the father of tomorrow.  Take time 
now to ask, “What do I want to see happen in my life, what do I want to do for God 
and His kingdom before He calls me home?”  Then, with God’s help, start doing 
what needs to be done because your days are …  
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Numbered! 
(Part 3) 

 
Your eyes saw me when I was formless; all my days were written in 

Your book and planned before a single one of them began. 
Psalm 139:16  (HCSB) 

 

In Parts 1 and 2, we discovered that before we were born, God sovereignly 
determined and recorded in His book the number of days each of us would live; that 
we don’t know that number; and that we should be studying God’s Word to learn 
how to invest our lives wisely. 
 

But suppose God did tell you how many more days you will live.  How would that 
affect you?  What, if anything, would you do differently? 
 

If you’ve never trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin, that’s the most 
urgent, most vital change you should make.  Even if God revealed that you had many 
years to live, wouldn’t you rather live them as a born-again Christian, in God’s favor, 
rather than as His enemy?  But realistically, you don’t know the date of your demise 
and you have no promise of tomorrow.  That’s why the Bible says 
 

Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is the day of salvation. 
2 Corinthians 6:2  (NLT) 

 

Christian, what if God told you that you will die in 30 days?  What then would be 
important to you?  What then would no longer be important to you?  What changes 
would you make in your life?   
 

If you knew you were going to die in 30 days, what would you start doing?  Is 
there something you know God wants you to do, but you’ve been resisting, 
perhaps for years?  Start now.  Or did you make a promise to God (a vow – “God 
if you’ll do this, I’ll do that”) in the past and never kept that promise?  Keep it 
now.  Perhaps God is bidding you to spend more time with Him in Bible reading 
and prayer.  Start now. 

 

If you knew you were going to die in 30 days, what would you stop doing?  Why?  
Would it be because you know that what you’re doing displeases or dishonors 
God?  Are you ignoring the conviction of the Holy Spirit?  Stop now. 

 

Based on the information in the preceding two paragraphs, do you need to initiate 
some serious discussions with God?  Start them now. 
 

Since you truly don’t know how much longer you’ll live – it could be 30 days, it could 
be more, it could be much less – shouldn’t you start making the needed changes 
now?  Remember, regardless of your age, your life’s clock is ticking, and your days 
are …  
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Fool! 
 

Only fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” 
Psalm 14:1  (NLT) 

 

Despite brilliance in his chosen field, renowned theoretical physicist, Dr. Stephen 
Hawking, was a fool!  That’s not my verdict, it’s God’s.  Dr. Hawking publicly stated 
that there is no God, thus earning the title, fool. 
 

God’s Word assures us that there was a time in his life when Stephen Hawking knew 
there was a God (Romans 1:19-21).  But to his own peril, Hawking chose to reject or 
ignore that truth and thus became a fool (1:22). 
 

On March 14, 2018, Stephen Hawking’s soul/spirit departed his earthly body and 
took up temporary residence in Hades, a place of torment (Luke 16:19-31), awaiting 
the final judgment before the Lord Jesus Christ at the Great White Throne 
(Revelation 20:11-15). 
 

Hawking now knows the truth:  There is a God!  But it’s too late.  He made the 
wrong decision when he was alive, and there’s no second chance.  He is doomed to 
spend eternity in conscious torment in the Lake of Fire – Hell – separated forever 
from the God he disclaimed. 
 

Not all fools verbally deny the existence of God.  Based on the use of the word in the 
Bible, here are some other characteristics that would indicate a person is a fool: 

 Is morally deficient 

 Hates God 

 Doesn’t realize (or admit) his need of God, is arrogant and self-sufficient 

 Lives life as if there were no God 
 

Do you remember the parable Jesus told about the rich farmer?  He was blessed by 
God with abundant crops but was arrogant and self-sufficient, believing his 
prosperity was his own doing.  And he wasn’t willing to share his abundance with 
those less fortunate.  God had some harsh words for this man: 
 

‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get everything you 
worked for?’    Luke 12:20  (NLT) 

 

Although Christians may not deny the existence of God with their lips as did Stephen 
Hawking, they can deny God with their lives and thus become fools.  We need to 
examine ourselves, ask ourselves:  What am I working for?  More importantly, for 
whom am I working?  How am I living my life?  What am I doing with the resources 
(time, talent, treasure, spiritual gifts) God entrusted to me?  Who am I trying to 
please?  What’s important – really important – to me?  We need to take care lest we 
too become a … 

Fool! 
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